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2010 PEQUOT YACHT CLUB

FALKNER ISLAND RACE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS (Rev. Aug. 31, 2010)
Friday, September 10, 2010
Starting time 1900 hrs (7:00 p.m.)

1) RULES

1.1 
All races are governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012 (hereinafter abbreviated RRS), the prescriptions of U.S. Sailing (except as modified herein or where superseded by class rules), and by these Sailing Instructions.

1.2
The Minimum Equipment & Safety Recommendations of the YRA of Long Island Sound for Category B shall apply. A copy of these regulations is available on the YRA of Long Island Sound web site at www.yralis.org . 

2) ENTRY

Open to Cruising Class boats with a valid 2010 YRA of LIS rating certificate.  Entry fee is $40.  Checks should be made payable to “Pequot Yacht Club.”  Checks, entry forms and rating certificates must be received by Paul Kueffner, Race Committee Chairman, c/o Pequot Yacht Club, 669 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890 , no later than 1700 hours, Wednesday, September 8, 2010.

3) DIVISIONS

3.1 There will be two Divisions

Division I – three or more boats with YRALIS Spinnaker rating less than or equal to 90.

Division II – three or more boats with YRALIS Spinnaker rating greater than 90.

3.2 
The Race Committee may adjust the ratings break prior to the start. Changes to the scratch sheet will be posted in accordance with Section 16.

3.3
All boats will sail under YRA of Long Island Sound PHRF.

4) THE COURSE

To and around Falkner Island in a clockwise direction.   G “15” FI G 4s Gong north of Falkner Island (41º 13.39N, 72º 39.24 W) and R “10GI” FI R 4s Bell to the south of Goose Island (41º 12.14N, 72º 40.47 W shall be left to starboard. 

5) GOVERNMENT MARKS

All boats must pass to the South of R “22” FI R 4s Bell located south of Pine Creek Point (41.06.50 N  73.15.80 W).  All other marks shall be left to the discretion of the skipper.

6) THE START

The start is scheduled for 1900 hrs (7:00 p.m.). The two divisions will start simultaneously.

Races will be started by using the following signals.  Times shall be taken from the visual signals; the absence of a sound signal shall be disregarded.  A series of short sounds will indicate that the warning is about to occur.

Signal

Shape/Flag and Sound



Minutes before

_____________________________________________________starting signal______

Warning
Red and White shapes; 1 sound



5__________

Preparatory
Blue shape, flag I, flag Z, flag Z with flag I,


4



or black flag; 1 sound_____________________________
___________

One-minute
Prep. shape or flag removed; 1 long sound


1



Starting
Red and White shapes removed; 1 sound


0



The Starting Line will be between a yellow flag on the Race Committee boat and the “A” mark.

7) INDIVIDUAL RECALL

When at her starting signal a boat must comply with RRS 29.1 (Individual Recall) or RRS 30.1 (Round-an-End Rule), the Race Committee shall promptly display flag X with one sound.  The signal shall be displayed until all such boats are completely on the pre-start side of the starting line or its extensions and have complied with RRS 30.1 if it applies, but not later than four minutes after the starting signal.

Additionally, the Race Committee may hail such boats by sail number or name.  This modifies RRS 29.1.  Failure to notify such a boat does not relieve her of her responsibility for making a proper start.

8) GENERAL RECALL

When at the starting signal the race committee is unable to identify boats that are on the course side of the starting line or to which RRS 30 applies, or there has been an error in the starting procedure, the race committee may signal a general recall (display the First Substitute with two sounds).  The warning signal for a new start shall be made one minute after the First Substitute is removed (one sound).

9) THE FINISH

R “22” FI R 4s Bell located south of Pine Creek Point.  Boats shall take their own GPS time when  R “22” Mark is within 100 feet and bears due North magnetic.

Finish times shall be reported by writing them on the results sheet posted in the Sailing Center. Boats not returning to Pequot after the finish shall phone in their finish time to the Club Manager (203.255.5740 ext. 13).

10) PROTESTS

A boat protesting another boat or requesting redress shall comply with the requirements of RRS Part 5.  

11) ARBITRATION (This modifies RRS Part 5, Section B)

For a protest involving an alleged breach of a rule of Part 2, a short arbitration hearing shall be held prior to a protest hearing.

After the written protest form is properly lodged, one representative from each boat will meet with the arbitrator.  No witnesses will be allowed.  Unresolved arbitration will be passed along to the Protest Committee; therefore, the opinions of the arbitrator and the decisions made during arbitration cannot be grounds for redress or be appealed.

A boat that accepts fault at the arbitration hearing shall receive a penalty score of 40% of the number of boats entered in her Division in that race (rounding 0.5 upward) added to her finishing position, except that she shall not be scored worse than DSQ.  The scores of other boats shall not be changed: therefore, two boats may receive the same score.

12) WITHDRAWAL

Boats withdrawing from the race shall notify the fleet using VHF channel #69, and, additionally, notify the Club Manager 203.255.5740, ext. 13.

13) RACING FLAG

Cruising Class boats, when racing, must display Code Flag “N” prominently.  Any Cruising Class boat not displaying this signal shall be deemed to be a non-starter.

14) SCORING

Cruising Class boats will be scored on a corrected time computed on the basis of current PHRF ratings and the course length as determined by the Race Committee.

The Low-Point Scoring System will apply with the following modifications.  There shall be no throw-outs.  This modifies RRS Appendix A2.  A boat that did not finish, retired after finishing or was disqualified shall be scored points for the finishing place one more than the number of boats entered in that race.  This modifies RRS Appendix A4.2.

15) TROPHIES

The Starring Trophy will be awarded to the yacht with the lowest corrected time.

If 5 or more boats start in a division, prizes will be awarded to the first three finishers. If 4 boats start in a division, prizes will be awarded to the first and second finishers. If only 3 boats start in a division, prizes will be awarded to the first finisher.  Trophies and prizes will be presented at the annual Awards Dinner.

The Commodore’s Combined Spinnaker Division award will be awarded by Blackrock Yacht Club to the boats placing 1st, 2nd,3rd in the combined scoring of the spinnaker divisions for the PYC Falkner Island Race and the BRYC Brent C. Donahhue Cross Sound races. The fleet finish for all spinnaker divisions for both races will be aggregated and the lowest fleet scores will be awarded 1, 2, and 3.Boats must fly spinnakers in both races to be eligible.

16) AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the Sailing Instructions and other notices to competitors will be posted on the Race Committee Board in the Sailing Center in addition to being announced and distributed at the dinner prior to the race.  For the benefit of skippers and crew that do not attend the dinner, 15 minutes prior to the start of the race, the Race Committee will advise the fleet on VHF Channel #69 if there have been any amendments.  Skippers that have not obtained copies of the amendment at the dinner or from the Sailing Center should collect a copy from the Race Committee boat prior to the Warning signal.

17) SAILOR’S RESPONSIBILITY

By participation in racing, a sailor acknowledges that he or she is solely responsible for his or her own safety and that of the crew and boat; that he or she represents that the boat and its equipment are in sound condition and all required safety equipment is aboard, accessible for use and in operable condition; that the decision to race, not to race, or to withdraw after starting is solely his or hers; and he or she hereby releases the organizing authority, its officers, trustees and all members of the Race Committee, whether or not  members of the organizing authority, from any and all liability or claims for personal injury or property damage or death resulting from participation in this event

17) VHF CHANNEL

All boats shall monitor VHF Channel #69.  This instruction is not intended to prevent boats from making use of other channels such as VHF Channel 13 (monitored by commercial vessels including but not limited to tugs with tows).
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